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One more ark in the global fleet. Grobund is the na me. Meaning “fertile base”. 

 
By Ida Bertelsen 
In Ebeltoft, Denmark, we are in the midst of building a community with the intention of 
fulfilling all the UN 17 global goals for sustainable development. 
This conscious community at the seaside in the center of Denmark, now consists of 160 
people who each has donated 50.000 D.kr to a fund, that has purchased a 10000 m2 
desolate steel construction factory. There is still lots of room for more people. All age groups 
are equally represented. 
 
 Already the activity level is high. The members have started all kinds of production 
businesses. Ranging from wood and iron workshops, the building of Tiny Houses to 
sustainable fishing, seaweed industry, organic farming, upcycling/repair and lots of art as 
well as events, music and markets with local produce and handicrafts.  
 
Presently we are negotiating to buy the surrounding land, that for years has been farmed 
organically. The factory and the land is located 50km from the city and sits surrounded by 
the sea and the rolling countryside.  
The initiator Steen Møller has most of his life developed technologies for self-sustaining 
houses and designed a prototype which got all the government approvals. The house was 
built mainly by young people who has never before built a house!  
 
Together we can do so much more than alone. This synergy effect happens all the time at 
Grobund! 



https://offgridbrenderuphojskole.com/galleri/  
 
Several aims create the foundation for our organization: 

1. No refuse! We have made a significant start and with time we will recycle everything. 
We will develop methods and technology so all waste can become resources in 
another process.  

2. No debt! The cost of living is very low, and we do not want to support the economic 
system that force people to work full time to pay off debt. We want a life with time to 
live.  

3. We have also made an economic structure which should secure us against 
speculation, so the future generations can live debt free too. Our entrepreneurs have 
very low rents and can share machines, offices and the likes.  

4. Off-grid houses.  All houses being built on the adjacent fields will be off-grid. 
Technologies incorporated will include solar cells, windmills, biogas from kitchen 
waste and internal as well as external septic systems that processes and utilizes 
human waste. Smoke washing, recycling the smoke-particles into plant fertilizer; 
further development of the thermoelectric-effect to produce electricity from wood 
burning stone masonry stove etc. Rainwater is collected and cleaned for drinking and 
used in our greenhouses; circling, like nature intended.   

5. Real democracy!  Our structure is inspired by Frederic Laloux’s future organizations, 
and sociocracy society models. The ones who act is the same ones who decide - in 
close cooperation with others who are interested in the same areas. Before doing 
something you those who might be affected by your action! 

6. Human development and conflict handling!  There is a great potential for personal 
development in the interaction with others. We have so much energy when we work 
together - and it costs a lot of energy to contain unsolved conflicts.  
We are many different people with a multitude of experiences from life. We have to 
help each other lift it into consciousness, in a kind and caring way.  



 
Contact information https://grobund.org/  Our fast-growing support group numbers nearly 
700 members. You can be a supporter for 27 euros a year. 
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Off-grid house, Brenderup Højskole. 


